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DANIEL W. WORKING. 

April 11, 1904.—Ordered to be printed. 

Mi\ McCumber, from the Committee on Pensions, submitted the 
following 

REPORT. 

[To accompany S. 1564.] 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1564) 
granting an increase of pension to Daniel W. Working, have examined 
the same and report: 

This bill proposes to increase from $12 to $30 per month the pen¬ 
sion of Daniel W. Working, late of Company A, Fourth Regiment 
Minnesota Volunteer Infantr}^. 

Soldier enlisted September 30, 1861, and was discharged October 2, 
1862, for injury to spine incurred in service. During service he bore 
the rank of corporal. The hospital records show that he was treated 
for rheumatism, debility, and spinal injury. 

Claimant is now pensioned under the general law at $12 per month 
for injury of spine, a claim for increase, which he filed in the Bureau 
April 24, 1899, having been rejected July 16, 1901, on the ground that 
his rate was commensurate with the disability from pensioned cause. 
He also filed a claim under the general law for additional disability, 
rheumatism, which was rejected December 13, 1902, on the ground of 
his inability to furnish satisfactor3T evidence of continuance. 

It is conceded by the Bureau that the service origin of rheumatism 
is established. The hospital record showing treatment for that trouble 
is accepted as conclusive on this point. Medical examinations for sev¬ 
eral years past show the existence of rheumatism and the only question 
is as to continuance during the whole period since discharge. 

The evidence, perhaps, is not as technically clear regarding existence 
of rheumatism since discharge as it should be; still, its trend is to show 
in a general way a history of rheumatism. It is more than probable 
that for some period after discharge the disability from rheumatism 
was masked in the disability from injury to spine, by which claimant 
was seriously incapacitated at the time of his discharge. It is no doubt 
due to this fact that neighbors can not testify more definitely to the 
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existence of rheumatism. The preponderance of evidence, however, 
shows both rheumatism and injury to spine during all the years since 
discharge. 

Claimant is 76 years of age. When he was last examined, October 
4, 1899, he was rated $24 for injury to spine, rheumatism, disease of 
heart, paralysis agitans, and deafness. Other evidence on file, obtained 
by special examiners of the Bureau, shows that he is broken down by 
age and disease and is wholly incapacitated for manual labor, and it 
is also shown that he is poor and dependent on his small pension for 
his support. 

It is highly probable that claimant’s condition results altogether from 
injury and disease incurred in service, and your committee are of 
opinion that the facts fully warrant an increase of his pension. 

The bill is therefore reported back favorably with a recommenda¬ 
tion that it pass. 
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